
 
 

Action for a Healthy Blue River Watershed: 
Heart of the City Assessment and Restoration 

 
Local nonprofit invites community leaders 

to guide planning for forest restoration 
 
Community Advisory Board: 
Heartland Conservation Alliance is seeking seven community members to serve on a Community 
Advisory Board to design a re-use plan for ~20 acres of vacant and forested land. The community will 
determine re-use of the land and the long-term ownership and management of the land. HCA will 
provide tools and resources to residents, city staff and nonprofit organizations to design and implement 
green solutions. This project was born out of five years of two community assessments, a city-led task 
force, two academic studies, and two local 
initiatives where residents, city and local 
organizations identified green infrastructure as 
a multi-benefit solution to reduce vacant land 
in neighborhoods improving quality of life, 
economic vitality and remediate environmental 
hazards.  
 
Board members will receive a stipend of 
$1,500 and will meet regularly to develop plans 
for the re-use of vacant properties in their 
neighborhood. Board members will be 
expected to actively participate in an 18-month 
planning process. The work involves attending 
10 planning meetings, beginning July 22, 2021. Meetings will be held in person and online. There will 
be site visits, required research and reading to gain understanding of issues, and work outside of 
meetings to meet community goals. We are looking for leaders who are passionate and knowledgeable 
about the community and can provide innovation, information and experience to make this a successful 
project. If you are interested in becoming a member of the Community Advisory Board for 
Palestine Corridor, please complete the application and return it by June 18. If you would like to 
learn more, please join us at an informational webinar on Saturday, June 12 at 10m.  
 
Project Partners: 
Center for Neighborhoods, University of Missouri - Kansas City (academic); Kansas City 
Neighborhoods and Housing Services (local government); Missouri Department of Conservation (state 
government); Open Table (local nonprofit) 
 
 
 



Project Organizer:  
Studies tell us that by cleaning up vacant urban land we can improve the health of the Blue River. When 
we use nature-based solutions to address blight in our city, we can improve community health and 
vitality by providing residents access to safe outdoor places for community building and recreation. 
 
Heartland Conservation Alliance leads a program called Restoring Vacant Lots and works with Kansas 
City neighborhoods to reconnect people to nature, revitalize communities and restore the Blue River. 

We are a conservation coalition of more than 100 partners that 
focuses on community-led work to make the Blue River and 
surrounding neighborhoods healthier. We believe it is critical 
in our work to address systemic racism and inequalities that 
have led to severe environmental justice challenges in 
communities in the Blue River Watershed. 
Through the Restoring Vacant Lots program, we discover 
unused land in communities that can provide multiple benefits 
as green space. In 2014, we discovered a 40-acre corridor in 
the Palestine East neighborhood largely owned by the Kansas 
City Land Bank and began working with residents to learn 
how we might work together to re-purpose the land. Through a 
series of community workshops, we learned that residents 

wanted to beautify their neighborhood and they had deep connections with nature in their 
neighborhoods. In 2018, we conducted a community survey and discovered that residents also care 
deeply for environmental issues and have pride in the place where they live. In 2019 we conducted an 
inventory of the trees in the corridor and learned the trees are providing 
 
Project Location: ~20 acres of vacant land in the heart of Kansas City, Mo., located between 33rd and 
39th Streets and bordered by Mersington and 
Norton; located in City Council Third District, State 
Congressional District 5; Postal Zip codes 64128 and 
64130 
 
Project Goals: The goal of this project is to create 
and adopt a re-use and maintenance plan for the ~20 
acres of vacant land that includes long-term 
programming and strategies for community 
ownership. We aim to reduce illegal dumping, 
improve home values; and build pride in and 
beautify the neighborhood. It is our hope that the 
restored forest will increase the natural functions of 
the watershed and urban canopy resulting in cleaner 
water and cleaner air. This project presents a unique 
opportunity to restore critical wildlife habitat in an urban core and leverage the restoration to provide 
opportunities for outreach and engagement for improved community health and safety and address 
serious environmental justice issues. 


